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[What has happened?

The “tipping point” has happened within
the last 6 — 12 months.

Bloggers have by-passed established
magazines, newspapers, editors and
proprietors, and allowed direct peer-
to-peer journalism to flourish.
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number of sessions as well as the ability to network with other
people devoted to education in our schools is phenomenal. CLIC is
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[Powerlineblog.com (Political)



[Google Blog (Corporate)



[Vloggercon for Video Bloggers



Components of a Blog/
[Brief History

Brief posts

Abllity to comment
Reqgularly updated
Reverse Chronological



[DeﬁnMons

Blogosphere- the world of blogging
Blogstorm- the abundance of blogs
Blogrolling - moving from blog to blog
Feedback Comment system

Splog — Blog span




Educational Blogging

Educational Blogging is a positive, transformational
technology

Often confused with “Social Networking” sites like
MySpace.com.

There are similarities in the web technologies used
for blogging and social networking sites BUT they
serve different purposes

The current backlash against social networking
sites has the potential to overshadow the benefits of

educational blogging



[Why Blogs in Schools?

BECAUSE...

Children can broaden their view of the world
through the use of online groups and technology.

“Students will write when they have something to

say, when they have an audience, and when they
get feedback.”

Jeff Golub, (Nat’l Council of Teachers)

Blogs offer teachers and students an interactive
and immediate publishing tool.



[Why Blogs for Schools?

BECAUSE...

Blogs can spark conversations and make students
think critically.

Blogging enables a deep, rich interaction among
educators, students and parents to communicate
and collaborate.

That's the way young people communicate.

“One In five students has a blog and twice as many
read them.”

Pew Internet and American Life Project



School Library Blogging Ideas

Literature Circles
Collection Development
New Title Suggestions
Book Clubs

Author reviews
Literature Map
Webquests

Pathfinders

College Resource Page
Booklists

Homework help

Smart Consumers
Publish writing/poetry
News/Views of youth
Entertainment
Community Connections



[Teen Page



[ Reader’s Advisory



[ Mission: Read



[Homework Help



[Online Community



[Online Reading Room



[Multi-Purpose Newsletter



[For Book Discussions



[General School Blog



[Homework Assignments



Kid’s Lit
[http://www.greenlakelibrary.org/kidslit/



http://www.noodletools.com/aasl/

[AASL Conference Blog



[QUESTIONS’?



[STEP 1 — Starting A Blog

Go to blogger.com B siogzer
Three easy steps
Create an account
Name your blog
Choose your template



[Create an Account



[Name Your Blog



[Choose a template



[It’s Created!! %



[Settings Folder - Basic



[Settings Folder- Publishing



[Comments Folder -Permission



[Settings Folder - Members



[Template Folder- HTML



[My New Blog



[Asking Others to Join



[Factors to Consider

Cost

Hosting

Automatic Syndication
Ease of Set-up
Comments

Customer Service



[Where to Find Blog Tools?

www.blogger.com
www.cafelog.com
www.bigblogtool.com
www.blog-city.com
www.fogcreek.com/CityDesk
www.noahgrey.com/greysoft
www.moveabletype.org
www.nhucleuscms.org
www.typepad.com
www.userland.com
www.webcrimson.com




[Advice on Creating Good Blogs

Start well Get archiving right
Go for original Publicize it!

Don't fill it with junk Get a site feed

Put in necessary Leave links on your
_inks in posts side bar

Be generous with Get a statistic

pictures counter



Some Good Blogs to Check Out

The 100 most important blogs:

http://www.blogstreet.com/big100.html
The 100 most popular blogs:

http://www.blogstreet.com/topl100.html
Search Engines for blogs

DayPop.com

Blogdex.net

Technorati.com

TopicExchange.com




[Be a Blogger!!!

Go Ahead — Give it a try.
Log on to www.clickonclic.blogspot.com

Click the comments button.
Speak your mind. ) e




Some Problems

The biggest barriers are permission and

server space.

Some bad things that have happened.
In Chicago, a student threatened a teacher

In Pennsylvania a student was suspended for
parodying his school’s principal on MySpace
Students reveal too much personal information
Online bullying occurs



Solutions/Reactions

Keep track of what students are posting by subscribing to their
RSS feeds.

Get permission from parents and don’t allow publishing of
addresses, phone numbers or identifiable pictures

Teachers can password protect their sites as well.

OR LEGISLATE IT!!

U.S. Congressman, Rep. Michael G. Fitzpatrick, R. PA,
iIntroduced the “Deleting Online Predators Act of 2006” or
DOPA. The legislation forces any school or library that
receives government funding to block access to any web site
that “allows users to create web pages or profiles that provide
iInformation about themselves and are available to other users,
and offers a mechanism for communication with other users,
such as a forum, chat room, eMail or instant messenger.”



The Debate

Within five years we can easily expect students to have one-to-one
computing capabilities through their personal communication/information
devices.

The Internet is our modern-day wild frontier

On the one side are those who say students aren’t being trained to think
critically or strategically about themselves and the world. On the other side
are those who disagree with the very idea of and methods needed to do
just that because might be exposed to negative thoughts. Is blogging a
way to get students to think critically?

Has there ever been a period of time in our history where people have
agreed with each other? What is our historical response to dissent as a
nation? Suppression? Open debate? Reprisals against the speakers?

MySpace: http://www.myspace.com We are treating this like it's foreign
technology and yet students are living on it everyday. Sticking one’s head
In the sand doesn’t mean it’s not happening.




Resources

Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts and Other Powerful Web
Tools for Classrooms by Will Richardson

http://libraryblogs.suprglu.com/tag/infomancy School
Library Blogs - Christopher Harris

www.weblogg-ed.com will Richardson Blog

Www.moodle.com Open source course management
system

www.theshiftedlibrarian.com — premier library blog
http://mannila.userland.com - Content Management
www.schoolblogs.com — Blogs in Education
www.epals.com - School Blogging Tool
wWww.gaggle.net — Safe student emails and blogs




